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In section 2 of the Office Action, claims 1-12 were 
rejected based upon co-pending application 10/774 , 8 67. Further, 
in section 3 of the Office Action, claims 1-6 and 8-12 were 
rejected based upon Behm et al. U.S. Patent No. 6,055,863. It is 
believed that the present invention is patentably distinct from 
these references. 

The present invention is directed to a process control 
instrument which couples to a process through a "metal to metal 
seal" with a metal flange. The two references cited by the 
Examiner in paragraphs 2 and 3 of the Office Action simply 
describe the prior art technique of using 0-ring configurations. 
I As discussed on page 12, lines 9-13 of co-pending application 

serial number 10/774,867, example materials include glass filled 
Teflon®, graphite filled Teflon®, Viton®, or other materials 
known in the art for producing O-rings or the like. Similarly, 
the Behm et al reference simply describes "O-ring seals 54 and 
56" (column 3, lines 7-8) . 

These prior art references use techniques addressed 
generally in the background section of the present application. 
It is precisely the disadvantages provided by these sealing 
techniques, as discussed in the background section of the instant 
application, which the present invention is directed to 
overcoming. 

As the co-pending application and the Behm et al. 
reference do not describe the claimed metal to metal seal 
configuration, it is believed that independent claim 1 and 
independent claim 13 are in condition for allowance. Further, 
Applicant notes that the dependant claims set forth numerous 
configurations which, when read in the context of the claims from 
which they depend, are not shown or suggested by the two 
references. Therefore, it is believed these claims are 

independently allowable. 
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It is believed that the present application is in condition for 
allowance. Consideration and favorable action are respectfully 
requested. 

• The Director is authorized to charge any fee deficiency 
required by this paper or credit any overpayment to Deposit 
Account No. 23-1123. 



Respectfully submitted, 
WESTMAN, CHAMPLIN & KELLY, P. A. 
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